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LegislativeAlert:SavelivesandsupportahealthierWestVirginiabyincreasingthe
tobaccotax!
Increase the WV Tobacco Tax! Take Action!
ReducesmokingandexpandhealthcoverageforWest
Virginia.
 

Background:
LegislationissettobeintroducedattheWVLegislaturerecommending an increase
West Virginia's tobacco excise tax on cigarettes from the current level of 55 cents
per pack to the national average of $1.20 per pack. 
 
Thismeasurewilllikelybequitecontentiousasthelegislativesessionproceedswith
thetobaccoindustrylobbyingstrongly,astheyalwaysdo,todefeatanyproposal
whichmightdampentheirabilitytopeddleadangerous,toxicandaddictiveproduct.
ThisproposedincreaseisaInterimrecommendedbillandispartoftheRoadmapto
HealthpackageofbillstocomeoutofSelectCommitteeDthisyear.

IncreasingWestVirginia'sexcisetaxthisyearisvitaltothehealthofourstateandits
citizensintwoways:

1.Raisingthecostoftobaccoproductsisaprovenstrategytoreducetheusein
virtuallyeveryagegroupanddemographic.Studies,andexperienceinstateafter
state,showthathighercigarettetaxesareoneofthemosteffectivewaysto
reducesmokingamongbothyouthandadults.Every10percentincreaseinthe
priceofcigaretteswillreduceyouthsmokingbyaboutsevenpercentandoverall
cigaretteconsumptionbyaboutfourpercent.

2.Increasingtheexcisetaxontobaccoproductswillgeneratetheincreased
revenuesWestVirginianeedstoprovidehealthcoveragetomoreofourpeople
andmoveforwardimplementingahostofhealthreformsoutlinedinthe
RoadmaptoHealthReport.Thisreport,whichhasbeenayearinthemakingand
hasinvolvedhundredsofcitizensandstakeholdersthroughoutthestate,says
"West Virginia spends 13 percent more per person on health care than the
national average. Moreover, the growth in spending is slightly higher in West
Virginia compared to the national average. Over 14 percent - some 254,000 -
West Virginians were uninsured during 2007."

Thebillispendingintroductionandaction is needed now,sothatlawmakersknow
WestVirginianssupportanincreaseinthetobaccotax.
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Speak Up Now!
PleaseclicktheTake Action linktosendapersonalizedmessagetoyourDelegates
andSenatorsandurgetheirsupportforatobaccotaxincreasethissession.
 

For more information about this issue, please contact the Coalition for a Tobacco-
Free West Virginia at http://www.ctfwv.com/.

This alert is brought to you by the
Legislative Action Team on Children & Families.

Follow developments for this alert and other important issues through
our online Legislative Action Center at

http://capwiz.com/preventchildabusewv/.

 Ifyounolongerwishtoreceivee-mailfromus,youcanunsubscribehere.
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